Julian Shaw, Royal Horticulture Society Senior Registrar for Orchid Hybrids, has announced (Shaw 2004 ) that: "Guarianthe Predated by Epicladium. Epicladium (Lindl.) Small is the name with date priority for the generic concept recently described as Guarianthe Dressler & W.E. Higgins. Therefore hybrid genera involving Guarianthe will not be used in registration. Appropriate nothogenera will be provided in due course". There are several issues raised by this announcement.
Guarianthe (Dressler & Higgins 2003 , Higgins 2004 as a genus has found little favor with orchid growers. If these species are a distinct genus from Cattleya Lindl., under any name, the effects will be substantial. The plants long known as Cattleya bowringiana Veitch and Cattleya aurantiaca (Batem.) Don have been involved in thousands of garden hybrids, many of great popularity. This taxonomic issue about the genera is independent of the name used. Lindley In 1853, Lindley published an enlarged account of Epidendrum, in Folia Orchidacea (p. 1-97). Now there are twelve "Sub-genera," the first of which is Epicladium. Lindley on the preceding page refers to these as "divisions". I assume he just meant "part of", not a taxonomic level. Epicladium includes three species. 63-67. 2005. None of the subgenera have type species designated. The three species in Epicladium are E. aurantiacum Batem., E. campylostalix Rchb.f., and E. boothianum Lindl. The ICBN (Greuter et al. 2000) , Article 10.5 and Ex. 6 & 7, forbids mechanical choosing of type species, such as the first one listed. Lindley singles out E. aurantiacum in his brief "section" discussion. He used "subgenus" and "section" interchangeably on the same page (see Articles 35.3, 11.2, 4.1 & 4.2) . "In E. aurantiacum, the calli or linear plates so common in the genus are replaced by three raised lines, the ovary has a very long cuniculus, and the flowers have the regularity of the Hexisean Isochiles." These comments could be interpreted as raising doubts about this species belonging in the group, or even the genus. On the other hand, Lindley says "… the pseudo-bulbs are evidently assuming the condition of an ordinary stem". That fits E. aurantiacum, but not the other two species.
On page four, under sub-genus Encyclium, Section A. Holochilum, is Epidendrum aureum Lindl., transferred from Broughtonia aurea Lindl., Bot. Reg. 1840, Misc. 22, from Mexico. He says it is, "apparently perfectly distinct". But subsequent authors have made it a synonym of Cattleya aurantiaca (Epidendrum aurantiacum)! Backing up two pages, it is also interesting to note that Lindley did not mention Cattleya aurantiaca (Lindley) G. Don of 1840, a name published thirteen years before! The Folia never dealt with Cattleya as a genus, and Lindley's dislike of Don perhaps kept the combination excluded.
All this is relevant to the Epicladium vs. Guarianthe generic issue only if "subgenus Epicladium" was transferred to generic status (Article 11.2), and if the type of Epicladium at either level is what is commonly known as Cattleya aurantiaca. The other two species in 1853 are quite different from it and resemble each other in many ways. Withner & Harding (2004) Column adnate to about the middle: lip obscurely 3-lobed, with a minute middle lobe and broad and short lateral lobes: pseudobulbs flattened: flowering stem subtended by a foliaceous spathe. and on p. 392 (Small 1933) , but modified his key and text:
40. EPICLADIUM Small. Epiphytic herbs with short flattened pseudobulbs which bear several short erect leaves and a relatively short mostly simple flowering stem which is subtended by a long foliaceous spathe. Flowers erect or ascending, subtended by minute bracts. Perianth small, but showy. Lateral sepals rather short, about as wide as the median one. Petals nearly resembling the lateral sepals or more dilated upward. Lip shorter than the sepals and petals, the blade usually rhombic. Column partly adnate to the lip. Capsule nodding, winged. -One species.
1. E. Boothianum (Lindl.) Small. Plant 1-2 dm. tall, with flattened suborbicular pseudobulbs: leaf-blades spatulate, 6-12 cm. Long: flower-stem simple: lateral sepals 11-13 mm. long, elliptic or slightly broadened upward: petals broadly spatulate, brown-spotted like the sepals: lip yellow or mainly so; blade rhombic, 4-6 mm. long, the broad lateral lobes spreading; capsulebody 25-30 mm. long. [Epidendrum Boothianum Lindl.] -Hammocks, S pen. Fla. and the Keys.
-(W.I.) -Fall.
Note that Small indicates that his genus is only one species. That is not a reference to only Florida. Small consistently gave his own estimate of the global size of each Spermatophyte genus in his over 1500 page book. See for example Polystachya on the next page: "about 170 species". Thus he was aware of the great diversity of that genus in Africa. Clearly, E. aurantiacum and E. campylostalix were being excluded from the genus Epicladium by Small. In all three books, Small cited "(Lindl.) Small" as authority for the species, but only "Small" for the genus. We cannot read his mind and do not have his written explanation of the generic name. Possibly, he just liked the word and used it. Even if he intended to transfer it, he did not so explicitly. (Article 46.6 limits us to internal evidence as set forth explicitly.) After Small, Epicladium faded from use. Acuña (1939, "1938") , followed Small closely in his account of Cuban orchids. But Ames, Hubbard & Schweinfurth (1937) Stearn (1973: 402) , translates "Clad-" as "branch". None of Lindley's three original species is a twig epiphyte, nor can we picture the up to two-meter wide clumps of the species later referred to Guarianthe BECKNER -Epicladium or Guarianthe? dangling so precariously! Lindley no doubt just meant a plant growing on a tree branch, which is true for all three of his species. 
